
SPEECH OF GOV. 8EWARD,
In fcotte, March 3, 1853,

AIAINSI THE LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION.
. M*. HkBBTPrtirTl Kight years ago, we slew the

WaWt Proviso J> the Senat* tihamber, and buned tt

w*h triontpb«) demonstrations under the floors of the

ejupatot. Vm years loter, we exploded a'together the

fnw, t,*ro,r<d syst, m rd governing the Territories by
W*4tnl rule* and rt-fulationa, and aabaobod an! pro-

«WU rU stead a new gospel.* Populer Sover-

mm*tj, whose ways, uke tboee of Wisdom, were U»

bowayaef pl Hill wh,"**) e"""-" w're

uaettoeed to t-e the fj rw.ry paths of price. Neverthe-

ksw the question whether there sh*ll be Slavery or No

BJavery i* the rsmlorisaia again the slirrof; passage
ml the day. The restless Pro\ 1*0 has bur-t the cere¬

brale ef the grave, and, atnhing bands, here in our

eery presence with the gentle apint ol Popular Sover-

wayaty ran mad, ia seen raging freely in our !,»!,.. teat*
tents; dismay among the Administration benehe* in

Beth Houses of Congre**. Tbua an old and unwelcome
baron ia read to us anew. TIm- q ie-tion of Slavery in
aha Federal Territorien, which are the nurseries of
faaare States, independently of all its moral and humane

«sements, involves a dynastic struggle of two

aartafOtuetic systems, the labor of slaves aud
aha labor of 'freemen, for mastery ui the Fed-
aval Union. One of these sytems partakes of an

.anstoeratic character; the other is purely democratic.
aVaeh one of the existng States has staked, or it will

wMiscatoly stake, Dot only its internal welfare, but also
Ma nrruence in the Federal councils, on the doeiatoa of
that eont#»t. Such a struggle is nor to k.< a-,-',

ajaebed, or reconi iled, by temporary eipedientear com-
ptwmises.
Mr. President. I always engage relnetaatly hi thooo

dOMnseioiis, »hieb awaken paoeioa just in the degree
.»ot their importance demar.ds tin impartial amp in.''

ef reason. This reluctance doeratao now, when 1 look
awoand me, and count the able eoateotaatt Who have

newly entered the lists on eitlier side, and shadowy
forms of many great and honored itatoowoa w ho oaoo

were eloquent in these dttrrntoo, but wbooe tongues
bore since become striasrleos Instruments, rise up
Before me. It la, liowever. a DBOxiaain iir.litarvs, ,ei,, .,
that in preparation tor war, every one should think as
if the laat event depecdeil on his counsel, and in every
antat battle each one should fight as if he were the
only champion. The principle, perhaps, is equally
ooand in political affairs. If it be poooiMe, I shall
perform my present duty in such a way as to wound
.o just sensibilities. I must, however, review tha
uetion of President!, Senates, and Congresses. I do,
indeed, with all my heart, reject the instruction given
by the Italian master of political science, which
Onarhea that all men are bad by nature, and that they
will not fail to ahow thin depravity whenever they
bare a fair opportunity. Hut jealousy of Exeontiro
power is o high, practical virtue in Republics, and we

ohaJI find it bard to deny the justice of the oharaoter
mi free legii-lative bodies, which Charles Jörnen Fox
shrew, when be said that the British Uouooof Com.
Stone, of which be was at the moment equally an
ornament and an idol, like every other popular n«*em-

sVy, ninst be viewed as a mass of men capable of too
anatb attachment and too much animosity, capable of
being biased by weak and even wicked motives, and
¦able to be governed by ministerial influence, by
noprice, and by corruption.

Mr. President, I ptt»pQS« to inquire. in the first ¦

place, why the question before us is attended by reul
or apparent dangers.

I think our apprehensions are in part due to the in-
Braoeic importance of the t raiisact ion concerned. Whew*
wror we add a new columu to our Federal col miiade,
W* need to lay its foundations so firmly, to shape it-
shaft with such just proportions, to iniis* it with such
exactness, and to adjust its UHlBlstiouo with the ex¬

erting structure so rarefully, that, in-tead of falling
prematurely, and 'ragging other and venerable col-
unns w ith it to the ground, it may stand erect for-
srrer, increasing the grandeur and the stability of the
whole massive and imperial fabric. Still, the ad mis-
own of a new State is not necessardy or evr-n eu-r--ni-

.niy attended by either embarrassment* or alarms.
We bare already admitted eighteen new States with-
oot serious commotions, except in the cases of Mis-
oevi, Texas and California. We are e\ n now admit¬
ting two others, Minnesota and Oregon; and these
trauaactions go on so tmoothly, mat onlyelooe ol>-
oenrers are aware that we are thus consolidating our
dominion on the shores of Like Superior, and u m

at the gates of tie Aitrtk Ocean.
It is manib st that the apprehended diflcuHfcM in the

present 0000 have some relation to the dispute con¬

ferring Slavery which is raging within the Territory
.f Kansas. Vet r niu«t be remembered that nine of
the new .state* which have been admitted expressly
.stabiished Klavery, or tolerated it, and nine of them
forbade it. The exekomeot, therefore, is due to pecu-
¦01 circuniatiitic. m, I think there are three of Uwm,
namely:

First That whereas, in the beginning, the ascend-
eawy of the Slave States was absolute, it is now beirjg
reversed.

Htcond: That whereas, heretofore, the N'atiounl
Government favored this change of balance from the
Save States to the Free States, it has now reversed
fbiopolioy, and opposes the change.

Tttrd. That National Intervention in the Territo-
roeo in favor of Slave Labor and .slave States is op*
posed to the natural, social and moral development of
ate Republic.

It seem- almost unnecessary to demonstrate the first
of these propositions. In the beginning, there were

twelve Slave States, and only one that was Free.
Mow, six of those twelve have become F'ree; and
there, are sixteen Free Stutea to fifteen Slave States.
If the three candidates now here, Kansas, Minnesota
nod Oregon, shall be admitted as Free States, then
there w.ll be nineteen Free States to fifteen Slave
#tates. Originally, there were twenty-fcur Senators
of Slave States, and ouly two of a rive State; bow
there are thirty-two Senators of Free Slates, and
thirty of Slave States. Iu the first Constitutional
Congress, the Slave States had fifty-seven Repreaen-
tatives, and the one Free State had only eight; now,
the Free States have one hundred and forty-t.'ur Kc-
wreeentativea, while the Slave States have only ninety.
These changes have happened in a period during
which the Slave States have almost uninterruptedly
exercised paramount intluence in tin (iovemment, and
¦otwithttanding the Constitution itself has opposed
well-known checks to the relative increase of repre-
aeotation of tree States, i assume therefore, the
troth ofmy first proposition.

I suggested. Sir, o second circumstance, namely:
That whereas, 10 the earlier age of the K«public. the
Motional Government favored this change, yet it has
atoce altogether reversed that policy, and it nuw-

ouposes the cbonge. 1 do not claim that heretofore
toe National Government always, or even habitually,
aatervened in the Territories in favor of the Free
fStotes, but only that such intervention preponderated.
While Slavery existed in all of the States but one, at
the beginning, yet it was far less intense m the
Northern than in some of the Southern States. Al of
the former contemplated an eat ly emancipate >n. The
feathers seem not to have ant. poled an enlargement
of the National Territory; consequently, they ex-

Ctod that all the new States to be hereafter admit-
would be organized ujHin subdiv sious of the then

aaistiag Stotes, or upou divisions of the then existing
notional domain. That daaaaia lav bebind the thirteen
buteo, aud stretched frean the l^ke- to the Gulf, aud
wee bounded westward by the Mississippi. It was
naturally divided by the Ohio Hi vet, and tie- North woet
Territory ahdthe Smthwest Torritory were ergaa-
raedonthat division. It was foreseen, even then,
that the oew State« to be a,knitted would ultimately
overbalance the thirteen original ones. They were,
however, uaair..> to be yet planted and matured in'
the d«».-rt, witb the oajoaoy hi human lulN.r.
The fathers knew only of two kinds of labor, the

name wbtcb now exist aaaoag ontwolroo-najnofy, the
Uher of Afrh an Slaves and thu labor of fraaotea.
Tbc former then predominated in this country, as it
Old throughout the continent. A roafboood deficiencyt-f Slave I^bor couid besBpphed otrlv by a oontianaaoe
Of the then existiag nnpo-tation from Africa. The
oopply ot Fr.^- l.abor depended on dirmootkrj btcraaoe,
aad a voluntary lmmiirration from Knrope. Settlf-
w»«nU, which Lasi thus early taken on a Free-
Laaor character or a S'.ave-l.abor character, were
already maturing in those parts of old Slate* which
were to be ultimately detached and iornaad into new
HUtes. Wbeu n» w States of this das* were orgaa-
ixed.tl.ey wereadmitted prosnptly. orthoras ITroe stat< *
Ov ae Slave States, without obiecti. n. Tic... Vermont,
."ree Htate. was adniirted in 1791; Kentucky, a Slave
fiUte, in |7|| and Tenuesee«, al*e a Slave State, in I
l*aa> Five new Stat- s were co'itemp.at-1 t.i h
erected in th. Northwest Territotv. Practically it
woe unoccupied, and therefore opeo'to labor ol either
bwd. Tke one kind or the oMor, la the abooacs Ol
aaj anticipated ^emulation, would iiredominate.
jnst aa CoagTSOa should intervene to favor it.
Coegreea intavrvened iD faV(ir of Free Labor.
Tnis, indeed, was an art of the Continental Congress,
twit it was confirmed by the firat Coust:tutiona', Coa-
gve**. The lathers suuultaneouely adopted three
at/.er un^ur, ( 0f Lm d.r- i t intervention. First tin y
namated 'e 17R», and completed in im«, ü>e absolute
aaa>presoi09 of the African Slave Trade. Secondly,aVy ergaajwd sy»tenis of foreign (ou««rv« and oavi

tmtKü nbich KimulaUd Vofunfray immigration {join
Fur<p*. Tbrrdty, they established rut «vy, -impie
üd wviorm prct*«*** of oataralwafion. Tbe chance of
tbe balance of power from tn* S n»e Hfet*«»to the Free
«taten, » " h *"" i.' * witneyii.g, it due ritt, fly to

;j. .. four snrly MwtMl of national intervention m

fa v ef Free Labor. It would have tahen place muoft
BBnnsnr if the border* cf the K»pnblio had remained
unchanged. Tbe purchase of I ..ui-i-ina and tbe ac¬

quisition of Honda, however, were 'ransactions re-
suhmg from high political re. erertiea. in disregard of
tbe question between Free Latsirsna Slave Labor. In
adn itting the new State of I/uii-iana, which waa or-

fftin/ed on tbe Slave-Labor settlement of New-lr-
Fesns, Congress praeXJoed tbe se.me n<*«itrolity whie& it
had before exercised in the State- of K.-iitu.-ky aaj
Tennessee. No serious daXputi ar-^e until IM9,
when Miaaoari, organized witbia the former prov¬
ince of LnwiasBaa npon a ««lave-Lahor settlement in

St. Ixuie, applied for aehtrhnrioa aa a Slave «*-at«», and
Aikaaaaa waa anvaaifnBthr prwitatiaf to appear eooa ia
the name character. Tap Damiane of power between

. the Slave States and the Free States wa- already re-
du. > d to nn equilibrium, and the eleven Free State-)
had an equal representation with »he elavea Have
States ia the Senate of the United Sr.it.--.. The Slave
Btatea unanimously lariated oa an unqualified adim--
eioa of Missouri. 'The Kr. su.te-, witn leea nnaaimi-
ry, demanded that the n< « State should ren .ur,. e

slavery. The eontroverry teemed to shake the Union
la it* Inundations, and it wn-te-miriated by a ompro-
rr i-e. Missouri was admitted a Slave SfJit*-. Ar¬
kansas, rather by implication han by BXprem agree-
in. nt. was to be admitted, and it afterward was ad¬
mitted, as a Slave State. On the other hand, Slavery
was forever prohibited in all that part of the old prov
ince of Louisiana yet remaining unoccupied, which
lav north of tbe parallel of Ik. .'*T north latitude.
The reservation for Free Labor included the immense

region nriw known as the Territories, of Kansas and
Nebraska, and seemed ample for eight, ten. <>r m<>re

Free States. The tavetUy of tbe struggle and tbe
conditions of tbe eoniproini-e iodieated very plainly,
however, that the vigor of national intervention in
favor of Fr. e Labor and Free Btatea wa- xha itted.
Still, the existing statutes were adequate to eecure an
ultimate ascendancy of the Ftee States.
The policy of intervention in favor of Slave Labor

and Slave States begun with the further removal of
tha borders of tha liepubhc. I cheerfully admit that
tins jw licy has n«t beenpersistentor exclusive, and
claim only thnt it has been, and yel is, predominant.
I am not sow to deplore the Annexation ot Texn-. I
t mark ihoplv thai it was a bold measure, of doubtful
constitutionality, distinctly adopted a-an net of inter¬
vention in favor of Slav e Labor, and in*!»- or Intended
to be made most effective by the stipulation that the
new State of Texas may her«after be divided and so

reorganized as to constitute five Slav e States. This
great not cast a long shadow before it.a -hadow
which perplexed th.- people of the Free Btatea, It
was then that a feeble so. .aI movement, which aimed
by moral persuasion at the m/iImmission of slaves,
gave plate to political organizations, which have
ever tmee gone <>n increasing in energy and extent,
directed againsSa further ext. nsion of Slavery in the
Uafted Btatea. Tha war between the United States
ard Mexico, and the acquisition of the Mexican
Province* of New-Mexico one Upper California, the
tiuits of that war. were so immediately and directly
consequences of tbe annexation of Texas, that nil of
tboee eventa in fact may be regarded a* constituting
one act of intervention in favor of Slave Labor and
Slave State-. The field of tbe strife between the two
Systeme had become widely enlarged, indeed it was
now continental. Tbe auia/.mg mineral wealth
of California stimulated settlement there into
a rapidity like t bat of vegetation. The
Mnxfc an laws which prevailed in the newly-
Bonaired Teiritoriee dictated to then Free Labor,
and thus tlsr astounding question arose for the
lir-t time: Whether the 1'i.ited States of America,
whom Constitution wna based on the principle ><f the
political equality of nil men, would blight and . ar-e

with Slnveiv a conquered Inn I » hieb enjoyed univer¬
sal Freedom. The Slave Btatea denied the obligation
of these law*, and insisted on their abrogation. The
Free States maintained them, and demanded their
continuation through the enactment of the Wilmot
Proviso. The Slave States and the Fr> e Slates were

yet in equilibMum. Tbe controversy continned here
two jenrs. The Mt'lora of the new Territories be¬
came impatient, and precipitated a solution of the
question. They organized new Free Stat--- :u Califor¬
nia and New-Mexico. Tbe Mormons also framed a
Government ha Utah. Congress, alter a bewildering
excitement, determined the matter by another com-

pttmisa. It admitted California a Free State, dis-
memberedMaw-Mexico, transferring a large district
free from Slavery to Taxas, whose laws carried
Slavery ever it, and subjected the residue to a Terri¬
torial Government, as it also subjected Utah, and
stipulated that tbe fu nr.- Btatet to be organised in
those Territoriea should be admitted either as Free
State- or as Slave States, a> they should elect. I
pas- ov.r the jiortions ol this arrangement which
did not bear directly <>n tbe punt in conilicL
The Federal Govornraenl preeented tTs?- compro¬
mise to the people, as a nompreh.-ns; ve final and
perpetual ndiustment ol all tb.-n existing and all
future questions having any relation to tbe subject of
Slavery within the Territories or elsewhere. The
country accepted it with that proverbial facility which
Free States practice, when time brings on a stern con¬
flict which popular passion.- provoke, and at Bdistance
defy. This halevon pence, however, bad not ceased
to "be celebrated, wnen the new-born neosBsitlia ol
trade, travel and lab.r ie.|uiied an open ng of tbt re¬

gion in the old province ot Louisiana north of 36 3aV,
which had been reserved in 1820, and dedicated to
Free Labor ami Free State«. The old qaestion was

revived in regard to that Territory, and took the nar¬

row name of the Kansas question, just as tiie sir.-am

which Lake Superior disci arges,' now contracting
itself into river* and precipitating itself down rapids
atidcataracts, and now spreading out its waters into
broad sea«, assumes a new name with every change
of form, but continues nevertheless the same majestic
and irresistible Hood under every cbaage, increasing
in depth snd in volume unti it loses itself in the «11-
absotbing istean.
No one had ever *aid or even thought that the law

«.! Pre. dein in this region could be repealed, unpaired
or evaded. Its OoaetU itiouality bad iadeeoTbaeo ques¬
tioned at tbe time of its enactment; but this, witn all
other objection*, had been surrendered as purl of the
Compromise. It was regarded as bearing tue sanction
ot the public faith, as it c-rtainly bad tliore of time
and acquieeoeace. Bui the slaveboldmg people of
Missouri looked across tbe border into Kansas, and
coveted the land. Tbe Slav.- States could u*t ft.H to
sympathize with them. It seemed as if no organi/.n-
tu>n >.f Government could be effected in the Territory.
The Nenntet from Illinois [Mr. Douglas] projected a

scheme, Under his vigorous leading, Cougreeacre¬
ated two Territories.Nebraska and Kansas. The
former Ithe more northern one; might, it was -up-
posed, be settled without Slav. nr. ai.J become a Free
state, or several Free Stat. s. The latter (the south-
era one, wa- accessible to the Slave States, bordered
..n » ne of them, and was regarded as containing a re-
a on inv iting to slav.-holders. So it might be settled
by them, ana becem. ore ormore Slave States. Thus,
indirectly, a further compromise might b« effected, it
the Missouri prohibition of should be abro¬
gated. CongTes- abrogaied it, with the special
and efje. tive eo peration of th>- President, and
thus the National (.overnment directly in¬

tervened in favor of Slave Labor. Load re¬

monstrances against the measre. aa the ground of
its violation of the national faith, awe tileaoed by
olainorou- avowals at a discovery that Congress had
nivir bad any right to intervene in the Territories for
or against Slavery, but that the eitiseai oi the United
States residing within a Territory had, like the people
of aver] Stats, exclusive authority and jurisdj.'t.oa
over Slavery, as one of th. dornest:.- relations, the
Kansas-Nebraska act only recognized nnd attirmed
tins tight, a* it wnssa. I. The theory wa? n<>; indeed
new. but a vagrant one. which had for some time gone
about s» eking among political piertiee the charity o

adoption, under the name of Squatter Bovereignty. I
waa BOW brought to the font, and baj tiz. I with tbe
more attractir- appelialioB of Popular Bovaroigaty
It WM idiO for a time to Bay that, undsrtbs Mi-sour
Prohibition, freemen in the Terriforv had all the
rights winch freemen COUk desire pane I freedom to
do everything but establish ,««ia\ery. Fopulaf Sov
an gnty offoftad ti.e indulgence of a taste of tiie
fruli oi the tree of the knowledge ol ei [| as wel
as of good » more ported freedom. Insomu. li s<

the proposition scanned to come irom a Free State
tha Slave States could not resist its seductions,
although sagacious men saw that they were delusive,
Cnnetquentiy, a small and ineffectual stream ot slave
labor wna at ones forced into Kansas, engineered by
a large number of politic ans, advocates at once of
Slavery and of the Federal Administration, who pro¬ceeded witt. great bastet i prepare the mean* so to
carry lb. iu-i electieaa bM<> obtain Uie laws ne.
*aiy tor the pr.de. I ion ot Slaves. It ia OBS) thing,' however, to expunge statute- from a national code,
and quite another to subvert a national institution,
even though it U- only a monument of Freedom
o.ated in the dea.rt. Nrbraska wa- g ,, dr.. fr.
;aU.r without a stn.rgie, and Kansas heeaire a thea¬
ter of tbe first actual national conflict between slave¬
boldmg and ftce-lahor immigrants, met face to face,
to otgam/e through the inachiaery of repubboMaathaa, a eivil roaranunity,The parties- differed as widelyiia tluur appointment-condu. t and bearinc, win thai?principles The i ,

le. iiiplemtnts.orid engines, with euergiesconcentrate.1by s^MKtiaUms and strei.rtbened bv the recognition ofSt^A^L^ Th-y marked out fanus, and
sites for mill*, towns and « rtiaa, and Briclldld at BSJl,
to budd, to plow and to «,t, Toov nrowoaad to de-
Ute, to di-vcuas, aa orgsniie pea.«efnlly, ami to vote
and to al.de :ne carvaes. The Slave-UWr party en-

tr-'rti ire Territory rrrgtilerfy. «t.ked out po-»»--**e'n-.
marked them, and then, la «ri<«tt Ineteaeee. withdrew
tot»« Stale* fr*m which they laid c»tne to -ntr th*>r
rnrw acnuisi'ic-o* or to return and resume 'hem. tecir-

Oanssteaeeo fbrtuid reooer ore cotirw or the «>th.;r e»

tediert. They i-ft arned men in the lYnttarj M
k'e» wnl'h and ynard, and to ¦rnrnmori OXtOfoal aid,
either fo vote or hi Ifbt, a'tlmuM be foonl n*»r <**try.
Th'y »er»- for»in*d by the favor ot the AdnunisU*-
ttoe. aid assumed to vt with it* apriority. iQf.dereut
of ih bate, and detiaat, they hurriei on the aketi " *

which were to be so perverted that an u-cjrpa'^n
ahonld be eafabh-aed. They rang Ml their «u:iimon-

when the appointed time cam*, and armed ban i*

of partisan*, from States near and remote, in¬
vaded and ertered the Ti rr.tory with ban¬
ners, ammcnitiop, provision* and ferag.-, and

ercsmp-d around the pol» Tney sei/ed the
haJlot-L-xe*. replaced the .lodges of K'.eotione with
partisans of their own, drove away their opponent*.
filWd the boie* with as many vote, a- the owen-ie*
demanded, and, leaving the results to be returned by
reliable hands, thev marched back again to their dis¬
tant home* to r. lebrate the conquest and exult :n the
procpfct of the establishment of Slavery upon the
soil so long consecrated to Freedom. Tnus, in a sin¬

gle day, thev Warne parents of a State without affec.
tion for it, and childless again without ben-av- me-1.

In this first hour of trial, the new-v.fern of p.pul'.r
Sovereignty signally failed.failed because it i- .m-

poeeihle to organize, by one single act, in one day. a

community perfectly free, perfectly sovereign, and pcr-
fectly constituted, out of element* unas-imilatod, un-

arranged and uncomposed. Free Labor rightful y
won the day. Slave Labor wre-t d the victory t.>

its. If by fraud and violence. bate id of a free Repub¬
lican Government in the T-rr tory, such as Popular
Rovereipity had prom sed, there wo* then and thence¬
forth a hateful usurpation. Tiiis««urpat;cn proceeded
wi'hout delay aDd without compunction to disfran¬
chise the people. It transferred the Slave Tode of
Mi.own to Kansas, without stopping in all <a*ee to

sub-finite the name of the new Territory for that of
the old State. It practically suspended popular elec¬
tions for three year.---the usurping legislature a-> n

ing that term for its own memr*»r«, whik it
committed all subordinate trusts to n^ent* ap

5ofated by it-elf. It barred the Courts and the
uties to it* adeeroarieo by teat oaths, and made 1

a crime to think what one pleased, and to write and
print what one thought. It borrowed ail the engineiy
of tyranny, bni the torture, from the practice of the
Staute. The party of Free ijtUr appealed to the Gov¬
ernor (Reeder to correct the faloe electioo return*,
ll. interveteo, but ineffectually, and vet even tor that
intervention was denounced by the Administration or¬

gan-, an.I, after long and unacceptable explanation*,
he wh- removed from oAeo by the Ptnoidont. I M

new Govornor (Shannorn sustained for a wb.le the
usurpation, but tailed to effect the subjugation ot the
people, although be organized i a militia nn armed
partisan band of adventurers wh, i.ad intruded them-
-che- into the Territory to force Slavery upwin the
people. With the active cooperation of this band, the
petty of Slave Labor disarmed the Free state cm.-

grants, who had now learned the necessity ef being
prepared for telf-defente, on the borders of the Terr.-
tory, and on the di-tnnt roads and rivers which led
iDto it. Tfev destroyed a bridge that Free-Labor
men used in their way to the seal ol Government,
aaeked n boh 1 wht re they lodged, and broke up and
cast irto the river a press which wns the organ of
their awe.

'I he people of Kansas, thus deprived, not merely of
self-government, but even of pOBOO, tranquillity, ard
security, fcll back ,>n the luajieaable revolutionary
right of voluntary reorganization. They determined,
however, with admirable temper,judgment,endloy¬
ally, to conduct their pr>" eooillgs for this purpose in
r. t.-r. rs e and rabordiaatioa to the authority of the
Federal Union, and according to the l.ne of safe
precedents.

After due elections, open to all t he inhabitant- of the
Territory, they organised provisionally a "itate Gov¬
ernment at Topeka; and by the bauds of provisional
Senator-., and a provisional representative, they sub¬
mitted their Constitution to t'ongre-s, and prayed to
be admitted a-a Free State into the Federal Cni-m.
The K< deraJ authorities lent no aid to this movement,
but, on the contrary, the President arid Senate con¬

ti mptnously rejected it. mid denounce.I it a- treason,
and all its actors and abettors a* disloyal to the I'nion.
An army wns dispatched*!nto the Territory, intend,-.1
indted to preserve peace, but st the same 'me to obey
at d smtn n the usurpation. The provisional Legisla¬
ture, which had met to confer, and to adopt further
means to urge the prayers of the people upon Congress,
were dispersed by the Army, and the State officers
prov iaionaDy elected, who had committed no criminal
a. t, w. r>- arrested, indicted, and held :n the Federal
camp as State prisoners. Nevertheless, the people of
Kansas did not acquiesce. The usurpation remained
a biiir.-n authority, defied, derided and deopiood.
A national election w as now approaching. Excite*

merit within, and sympnt hie« wit boot the Territory,
must be allayed, fiov. Shannon wa« removed, and
»Ix. Geary was appointed bis successor. He exacted
vunrniaaion to the statute* ol the usurpation, but
promised equality in their administration. He in¬

duced a repeal of some of tboOC statutes which
were most obviously unconstitutional, and de¬
clared BB amnesty for political offenses. He j>er-
r-naded the Legislature of the usurpation to ordain a

call for a Convention at Leceoipton, to form a Consti*
ution, if the measure should be approved by a popu¬
lar vote at an eh-ctiou to be held for that purpose. To
vote at such an election m- t,< recognize ana tolerate
the usurpation, as well as to tubeutto disfranchising
law s, ani to hazard a renewal of the frauds and vio,
lencc by which the usurpation had been eetabli-hed.
On no account would the Legislature agree that the
projected Constitution should be submitted to the
people, after it -hoiild have been perfected by the
Convention. The refusal of this just measure, so

accessary to the public security in case of surprise
and ltaiid, was a confession of theJMTpOoe on the
part of the usurpation to carry a Constitution info
effect by surprise and fraud. The Governor iasisted
on this provision, and demanded ol the PresJdaat of
the Cnited Statt I the removal of a nattia! and tyran¬
nical Judge. He failed to gain either measure", and
incurred the displeasure of the usurpation bv seeking
them. He bed from the Territory. The Free-state
party stood aloof from the poUs, and a canvas- showed
that some «1300, less than a third ot the people of the
Territory, had sanctioned the call of a Convention,
while the presence of the army alone held tne Terri¬
tory under a forced truce.
At this juncture, the new Federal Administration

came in. under a President who had obtained OBOOOOS
by the intervention at the j«>lls of a third party.an
cph. ineral organization, built upon a foreign and frivo¬
lous is-ue, wi.ich had just strength enough and life
OOOUgh to give to a Pro-Slavery party the aid required
to produce that untoward result. The new President,
under a show of moderation, mashed a more effectual
intervention than that of hi* predecessor, in favor of
Slave-Labor and a Slave State. Ik-fore coming into
office, be approached or wa* approached by the Su¬
preme Court of the Cnited State*. On their docket
was, through some chance or design, an action which
an obscure m-gio man in Missouri bad brought t..r hit
freedom against his reputed master. The Court
had arrived at the conclusion, on solemn argument,
that insomuch as this unfortunas-t negro had.
through some ignorance or ohicaae thspecial plead*
ing. admitted what could not hu\e been proved,
that be had descended from some African who had
once been held in bondage; that therefore be was
not, in riew of the Constitution, a citizen of
the I'mted States, and therefore oottld not iiirnksad the
reputed muster in the Federal courts, and on this
ground tht-Supreme Court were prepared to dismiss
the actiou, for want of jnriadiotioa over the suitors
pets. o. This decision, certainly a- repugnant to the
l»t. Ii.ration of It dcjK-ndeuce and to the spirit of the
Constitution as to the instinct.- of humanity, aavert m>
lees Would be one wt.n h would e.\hau-f all the power
of the tribunal, and exclude consideration of all other
question* that bad been raised apoa the reconL The
counsel who had appeared tor tne negro had volun-
tet red fron n "vt- id Charily, and. ignorant ot course
of the disposition which was to be made of the cause,
hadargue,: that bwelieef had been freed from Slavery
by operation of the Mioeoari prohibition of IRA Tne
opposing counsel, pa;.I by in.- defending slaveholder,
had insisted, in reply, thai that famous statute was
unconstitutional. The Block debate had l»-.*n heard
In the clamber of the Court :n the basement of the
Capitol, in the presence of the curious v;«itor* at the
seat of Government, whom the dullness of a indicia]
DveetigoJ aid not dkguax, Tbi Court did not
heeitutoto please tie incoming President, bv seizin,;
this extraneous and idle foren*. uecusaioa, and ooa-
vertiiig it into an ocia-ion tor pronouncing an opinion
that the Missouri prohibition wa- void, and that, by
force of the Constitution, Slavery existed, with all the
elements of property in man over man. u ail the Ter¬
ritories of toe I'mted States, paraaBOual to any |
lar sovereignty within the Territories, and even to the
authority id'Congress itself.

In this" ill-omened act. the Supreme C.-urt forgot it-
own dignity, which had always rwen maintained with
just jadhkA jealousy. They forgot thai the province
of a Court is simply'' /u* icer,' and BOtatall" u*
riii". They forgot, also, that one "foul sentence
.'doc* more harm than maty Ibul exam;'.- t ,r the
" la»t do but corrupt the stream, while the f irmer cor-
" rnpteth the fouttain." And they and the President
alike forgot that judicial usurpation i- m. re Miou*
and intolerable than any Other UBBBg the manil'dd
practici* of tyranny.

'I be day of inaugu-atio*i mine.the first one among
all tbe eekhrations ot that great national pageant
that was to be desecrated by a coalition between the

ii Btire and Jndj^al Department*, to underminethe
National lycgislattre and the liberties of tbe people. TheI,re»ident,atter,d«»(j D_ ^t asrjaileagthenedprot-etnon,arrived and look hie teat on the portico. The Su-
premeCvurt attended him there m robes which jet

ej&'ted pnb»k? reverence. TV r»«>pM, unaware of

.he irr port of the aharau liana earned "n between th*
Prendant »rd the Cbisf Justice, «»l imboed with een-

ersUra for Is-ith, üiä d toe avenues aa»d gnr.**ne f ir

away aa th* eys could reach. Trie PreeeWt asidrease-1
tiem in words an bleu d .1« those which toe worst of ell

the Roman Emperors pr«nonneed whea he as-naved tbe

porpte. He announ.'ed fewcaely. ladeed. bot with Mm
a'>frct. BMhefjrtb^BHnijeifia-jtidieial. rn»>«i(juo''f

tie (Ans'itunoB, aid re-ttdevd his sabmnt-i «n to it as

atjtror tstive sod rinal. The Chief Jtvooe ar>f his
Aerreiiites remained silent. The Senate, too, were

then eer-t.'futi'inal witne-«e« of the tiMaterof ad¬
ministration. Tbey too were a.lent, aUho-igs tie

premised usurpation was to subvert the authority
"»r nere than half >>f the empire whioh Congress
had assumed eo?Hrnr-.r iic'cisl? with the birth of the
nation, ami fad Bieiuasod without inf. rMipti »0 for
nearly reveuty years. 1' cot 'U» I'rr-id^nt, under
tbe circumstances, little exercise of magaanimity, nrw

to promise to the penp'e of Kansas, on wh.v»e neck he
had, with tbe a.d oft', 1 SuprsaM C"urt, bung the mill-
sfone of Slav. 17, a fahr trial in their attempt t<> oast it
off and hurl it to the earth, when they should e >me to

organize a State .lovc'rim. nt. Alas' thut even this
cheap promise, uttered tinder suh great solemniti''",
was only mate to be br iken The pageant ended.
On the hth of March, the Indens, without even ei-

changing their silken robes for BOBVtsere' eowns,
paid their sa'ut.Vmns to the Pieaiaatst, 111 the BxapU*
tive Palace. Ooubtbssly tbe President re. eived them
a* craoiously as Charles L did the Judges who
lad at bis bsstaaea subverted the statute* of En¬
glish Libe rty. On the nth of March, the «lupreme
Court dismissed the negro suitor, Pred Scott, to re¬

turn to his b< ndage: and having thus disposed of that
private action for an alb ged private wrong, on the
ground of want of jnrisdii-tion ia the case, they pro¬
ceeded with amusing solemnity ti pronoun, e theopin-
lor, that if they bud had such' jurisdiction, still the
unfortunate negro would have bad to remain in bond-
ape, unrelieved, f«eeause the MaaSOUri prohibition vio¬
lates ngl t* of general pmi-erty involve.) m Slavery,
psran.i unt to the authority of Coagfeao. A fewdavs
later copies of thia opinion were mul'iplied by the Sen¬
ate's i,i. m and scattered in tiie name of the Senate
broam sat over tbe land, end their publication has not

yet been di-owncd by the Senate. BimtUtanerMaty,
Drad Sett, who had [.fayed the band of dammy iatbia
nterestine political game, unwittingly, vet ta tbacom-
p!. le satisfaction of b;- adver-ary, was voluntarily
emancipated; i.nd thus received from his master, us a

tward, the freedom which the Court lud denied him
as a right.
The new ['resident of tie United States, baaing or¬

ganised this formidable judicial battery a: the Capi
ol, was now ret.dv to begin bis active denionstM'' mi

of mteivaatioa ia tha Territory. Here occurred, not
a 1.1 w want, but an "Id ««ne revived.a Oovernor for
K'insa.«. Robert .1. Walker, Ix rn und reared 111 PeasV
sylvaaia, a Free State, but longa citi/en and resident
of Mississippi, a Blare state, eminent for talent nnd
industry, devoted to tbe President and his t ir'v.

plausible and persevering, untiring and Baariant,
se.-med just the man to conduct the fraudulent in¬
choate Droceedbngl ol the projected Leeompton Con¬
vention to a conclusion, oy dividing the friends ,,f
Fr.e Labor in tl.e Territory," or by easting upon them
the responsibility of defeating their own favorite
policy by impracticability aad contuma. y. He wanted
fortl'is purpose only an army and full onimaud of
the Executive exchequer, <dpromi-es of favor and of
threat.- of puni.-hment. Frederick P. Stanton of Ten¬
nessee, honorable und capable, of persuasive addreoe,
but honest ambition, was an[sjint.d hi* Seoretary.
Tin- new agents noon found tiny bad as-nmed a task
that would tax nil their energies and require all
their adroitne-H. On the one side, tbe Slave-Labor
patty w> re determined to circumvent the people,
and secure, through tl.e Leeompton Convention, a

Slave State. < >n the other, the people won- watohiul,
and deferniiiied not t<> be circumvented, und in noca-*
to submit. Flections for delegates to that body were

at band. The Is~gi-lstu.ro had required a ensus and
registry of voters to be made by authorities desig¬
nated by itself, and thia duty had been only partially
performed 111 fifteen of tbe tnirty-four counties, and al¬
together omitted in the other nineteen. 'The party af
Slave Labor insi-t.d on payment of tan s aa a condi¬
tion of lufTrage. The Fro.-Labor party deemed the
whole proceeding void, by reason ..; the usurpation
practiced and of the defective arrangement' for the
election. They discovered a design to aorprise in the
refusal of any guaranty that the Constitution, when
framed, should I» submitted to tbe people, fur their
acceptance or rejection, preparatory to an application
under it for the admission of Kuii-as into the Union.
Tl.. Governor, drawing from the ample treasury
ot the Lxecutive at hia command, made due exhibi¬
tions of the army, and threatened the people with
an acceptance ot the Leeompton Constitution, how¬
ever obnoxious to them, if they should refuse to vote.
With these menaces, he judiciously mingled promises
>.f fabulous quan itit a of land for the endowment el
roads and education. He dispensed with the test
oaths and taxes, lamented the defects « f een«us and
registry, and promised the rejection of the Constitu¬
tion, by himself, by tbe President, and by Congress,
if a full fair, and complete submission of the Consti¬
tution should n<d be made by the Convention; and he
obtained and published pledges of such submission by
the party Conventions which nominated the candi¬
dates for Uelegates, und even by an imposing number
of those candidates themselves. The people stood
aloof, and refused to vote. The army protected the
polls. The Blave-Labor party alone voted, and voted
without legal restraint, and so achieved an easy formal
kUceess by casting some two thousand ballote.

¦lust in this conjuncture, however, the term of three1
years' service which tin- usurping Legi-lature had
tixed for its own members eipired, and elections,
authorized by itself, were to be held, for the choice
not only of new members, but of a l»t legate to Con-
cress. While the L-compton Convention was assem¬

bling, the Free-Labor party determined to attend these
Territorial elections, and contest, through them, for
self-grvernment within tiie Territory. They put
candidates in nomination on the express groun.f of
repudiation of the »hole Isscomnton proceeding.
Tbe Leeompton ( .invention prudently adjourned
to a day beyond the elections. The parties
contended at the ballot-boxes, and the result
was a complete and e..nclu*ive triumph of the
Frec-Iiobcr party. For a moment, this victory, so

important, was jeoparded by the fraudulent pre¬
sentation of epurious and fabricated returns of
elections in nlmo-t uninhabited districts, sufficient to
transfer the triumph to the Slave I.abur party, and the
Free-StAte party was proceeding to vindicate it by
force. The Governor and Secretary detected, proved,
and exposed this atrocious fraud. The Leeompton
Convention denounced them, and complaints against
them poured in upon the President, from the slave-
holding States. They were doomed from tint time.
The President was silent. Tl.e Leeompton Conven¬
tion pr.ceedcd, and framed a Constitution which de¬
clares Slavery perpetual and irreversible, and |*i«t-
ponee any alteration of its own provisions until after
ISiit, by wh.ch tune they hoped that Slavery might
have earned too deep a hold in the soil of Kansas to

be in danger of U-mg uprooted.
All this was easy but now ame the question

whether the Coaetitution should be submitted to the
People. It was confessed that it was obnoxious to
them. and. if sabmitted. would berej-etcd with indig¬
nation and contempt. An eAeJal emissary from Wash¬
ington is eonposed ti' have suggested the solution
which was adopted. This was a submission in form,
but not in font, The President of the Convention,
witbont any laws to pre-erve the punty of the fran-

-. by penalties for its violation, wa« authorized
to dr-igr.ate bis own agents, altogether nrespectively
of tbe Territorial authorities, and w.th their aid to
hold an election, in which there should be eo vote al¬
lowed or received, if against the Constitution itself.
Bach voter wpermittas e«l to cast a ballot " For the
Constitution with Slavery. or " For tha Constitu¬
te! with ao Slavery; and il was further provided,
that the Constitution should stand entire, if a major¬
ity of votes should be cast for tbe Constitution with
Siaveiy, wl,;ie. on the other band, if the majority of
vi tes cast should be " For the Constitution with no

Slavery.' then the existing Slav. :y ibould no* be d.--
tutbed. butsbould ren.a-.n, with ita lar.ce by the
succession of its unhappy vn-'ims by descent eWefUI.
Hut > vcD this n iseral le shadow of a choice between
lot 11 s of a Slave-State Coartitntion waa made to de-
pead oo the tnkio- of a test oath to supjsoft and
p*ate*aaa it in the form which should be preferred by
the majority of those who ahealrt rata aa roaeptsiat
with thai i.um.liation. Tt-e Governor »aw tl_sxt by
OH ahrtag at ahia rd'ifa] and wicked juggle ke should
both shipwre. k his fume and become responsible 1*.-
civil war. He remonstrated and spp« ah d to hia chief
the Pres.dent I the United States, to condemn it.
I 'er 11l. latioos followed him from the LeOOOaptOB party
witb.n the Territory, and denunciations no lass vio*
k v fin no the Slave states were h greet r? at tha Na¬
tional Capital. The President dieeppoiaMd 1 - nt»r««t
effective frietd and wis--. oOHaaaaar. This ftseat
Congress bad low assembled. The President, as if
fearful of delay, forestalled our artcn'.on w.th
recommendations to overlook the manifest obtaotiow
to the tratsaetion, and to -egard the anticipated re-

suit of this mock 1 lection, then not yet held, as equiva-
1. nt to an acceptance-of tbe Constitution bythe people

: Kan.mh, alleging that the refusal of the peop ah
vote either the ballot for the " CoaBtituLoo with
Slavery, or the false and deee:tful ba'lot for tl.e
" ( onatitntion w:th no Slavery.'' would justly be re¬

garded as drawing after it the'eonsequenees ot a- tual
acceptance and adoption of the Constitution banlf.
Hia Brgunai -1 was apoadgatia. as it Iam*rjt«d tliat the
Coaetirtttion had not been fairly submitted: andjesu
".1 ai. bb it urped that tha people ndght, when oars
admitted a* a State, chance tue Const.tut oa a; toeir
p easure. ,n defiance of tte rrovieion wn.eU potpoui.-d
arv 1 bar ge reven years.
Copies of tbe Message corta.ning the** irgnaatada

were traatmitttd to :be .femtory, to roafound aa ..

disbrarteD the V'<. S.'at*- pari«, and "bUra 0 swrreo-

im. at the . >rj to be behionthe 'let oi DeccrnUv,
ci the. (fn»»tHjti« submitted by the CoaeenB-in. TV
perpie, however, were pertre r m rn+rl rxm n'\m*\\L*>i
A harmed bar r >< mm of nr>arirvan<<e by the P-. c ni of
the Cnited States with their oppre**ort. they rnve>an to

prepare f <r the iast arh^raTJent of »otion*. The s

fefary. Mr. Staofou. now Govern.w >td mtfnm. iatanw
hu» pr. « laniatj-'n, the new Terntonal leg-la-
tare to a-aeir.ble to provtoe for preserving the public
peace. An F.xecuLve tff li«p*fched iauoraaOtaM 01
this pjeceed-r g to the l*re*ident by telegraph, and ;n-

stantty'Mr. m;.rn vascd to I*' n> r>-'arv and Gov¬
ernor aJ laferrat, being r-smoved bv the President, by
axd with the advice aed consent of the Senate of the
I I red S'ates. Tbno the service et Fredeneb F. Stan-
tCI csune to ao abrnrjt en.!, but in a manner most hon-
rable to himself. Biocbiof, Mr. Walker, was lotM

wise ar.d less fortunate. He resigned, l'.etu- I lira-
sea iwe are informed by Tecitue) bad been often pr- a.

r.t n ti e S. r.a'e, when the fVher« OOOCOBded to un¬

worthy acta, ar-t did rot rial n opposition; but on the
ycs-'.-n when Nero pr-* irecl from them a decree t-'

celebrst«' a- a festival, the day on which he ha-i inur-

den-d hi* mother, Agnppina. Pn'us left his seat, au i
walked oat ofthe chamber*.thus by his virtue pro¬
voking future vengsan, *. and ve* doing no service to
the cause of Liberty. Poatibly Robert J. Walker may
fnd a lese «fern historian.
The new Se, r-tan, Mr. Denver, became Governor

of Kansas, the rfth .ncumhent of thai office appointed
within l«ss than four v. ar*. the legal term of one.

Happdv. bowrrer, for the honor of the country, three
of the r- call- were made on the ground of tbe virtues
of the (Mirties disgraced. Th.- Pro-Consul* of the Wo¬
man province* were brought back to the Capital to
answer lor their crimes.
The proceeding which the late Seeretary Stanton

bad so wisely instituted, nevertheless, went on; and it

has become, as I trust, the principal means ot rescuing

from tyranny the people whom he governed so briefly
and vet so welt. The Lecompton Constitution had
d n t. d. that on the 4th of January elections should
he held to till the State office* and the offices of mem-
hereof the legislature and member of Congre-s, U>
aisume their trusts when the new State sh mid be ad-
n itted into the Cmon. The Legislature of the Terri¬
tory now enacted salutary low* for preserving the

purity of elections in all caaoo. It directed the !.<.

npton Constitution to be sstbmitred to a fair vote on

that dav, the ballots being made to express aOOaoOOt
to the Constitution, or a rejection of it, with or with¬
out Slavery. The Free-I^borparty debated anxiously
on the question, whether, beide voting against that
Coastitawa, they ahoold, under protest, vote also for
efficers to assume the trusts created by it, if Coagn at

should admi' the State under it. Altera majority had
d< < ided that no such votes should be oast, a minority
hastily rejected the decision, and nominated raadidatee
for those places, to be supported under protest. The
success of the movement, made under tbe most seri¬

ous di-advantages, is OOBChuivc evidence of their
strength. While the . Ic-tion held on the '1st of De-
rearher, allowing all trauilulent votes, showed some

six thousand majority for the Constitution with Slavery,
over some five hundred votes for the Constitutum
without Slavery, the election on the 4th of January
showed an aggregate majority of eleven thousand
against the Corstitution itself'in any form, with the
. boioe, under protest, of a Kcpreseatative in Congre-s,
and of a large majority ot all the candidates nominated
by the Free-Ivtbor part v for the vsriou- BxOCative
and Legislative trusts under the Lecetnpton Constitu¬
tion.
The Territorial Legislature hae abolished Slavery

by a law to take effect in March, 1838. though the Ie-
oömpton Constitution contain* provisions anticipating
and daebjeaod to defeat tin- great act of justice»
ar.d humanity, It has organized a militia which stands

ready RM the defense of the rights of the p. ople against
any power. The PresideDi ot the Lecompton Conven¬
tion basiled tbe Territory, charged with an attempt to

procure fraudulent return* to reverse the already
declared results of the last election, Hnd he holds the

public in suspense as to his success until after hit arri¬
val at the Capital, and the decision of ('ongres* on the
acceptance of the Lecompton Constitution. In the
mean time, the Territorial legislature has called a

Convention, subject to the popular approval, to be held
in Mai eh next, and toform a Constitution to be sub¬
mitted to the people, Bad. w hen adopted, to be the or¬

ganic law of the new State of Kansas, subject to her
admission iuto tbe Cnion. The President of the
Cnited States, having received the lecompton
Constitution, has submitted it to Congress, and in¬

sisting that the vote taken on the juggle of the le¬
compton Convention, held on tbe 2ltf of December, is
legally conclusive of its acceptance by the people, anil
absolute against the fair, direct, and unimpeachable
rejection of it by that people, made OB the 4th of
January last, he recommends and urge* and implores
the admi-.-ion of Kansas a* a State into the Federal
Cnion, under that false, pretended, and spurious Con¬
stitution. I refrain from any examination of this ex¬

traordinary message. My recital is leee ooowlete than
I have hojied, if it d(*-s not overthrow all the Presi¬
dent's arguments in favor of the acceptance of the Le>
ronpton Constitution as an act of the people of Kan¬
sas, however specious, and without descending to any
details. In Congress, those who seek the admission
of Kansas nnder that Constitution strive to delay the
admission of Minnesota until their opponent- shall
compromise on'that paramount question.

This. Mr. President, is a concise account of the na-

tional intervention in the Teritories in f*vor of Slave
Labor and Slave States since IftjO. No wonder that
the question before u* excite* apprehensions and
alarms. There is at last a North side of this Cham¬
ber, a North side of tht Chamber of Representatives,
a North side of the Cnion, a* well as South sides of
all these. Fach of them is watchful, jealous, and
resolute. If it be true, as has so often been as*erted,
that this Union cannot snrvive the decision by Con-
gTtss of a direct question involving the adoption of a

Free State which will establish the ascendency of Free
State* under the Constitution, and draw after it the
restoration of the influence of Freedom in the domestic
and foreign conduct of the Government, then Die day
of dissolution is at hand.

I have thus, Mr. President, arrived at the third cir¬
cumstance attending the Kansas question which I
have thought worthy of consideration, namely: that
the national intervention in the Territories in favor of
Slave Labor and Slave State* is opposed to the mate¬
rial, moral, and so'ial developments of the Republic.
The proposition seems to involve a paradox, but it is

easy to undeistand that the checks which the Const,-
tutioo applies, thr)ugh prudent caution, to the relative
increase of the representation of the Free States in t*ie
House of Kepre»antatives, and especially ifl the Sen¬
ate, cooperating with the differences of temper and
political activity between the two class* - .,f State*,
may direct the Gov ernment of the Federal Union in
one course, while the tendencies of the nation itself
popularly regarded, are in a direction exactly opposite..
The cn»e and success which attended the earlier

policy Of intervention in favor of Free Labor and Free
States, and the resistance which the converse polk f
of :iitefvctition in favor of Slave Lab. r and Slave
States encounters, saxBeieotly establish the existence
of the antagrm.sm Isetween the (Jovenniient and the
nation which I have aasertod. A ves-.-i moves quietly
and peacefully while it descends with the current.
You nierk its way by the foam on it* tra- k onlv when
it is forced against the tide. I will not ded! o'n other
proofs.such as the more rapid growth of tie- Free
States, the ruptures of aeeleeMlticaJ Federal Unions,
and the demoralization aid disorganization of polit.-
ral parties.
Mr. President. I bave »,hown why it is that the Kan¬

sas question is attended by difficulties and dancers
onjy by way of preparation for the submission of my
opinions in regard to the mannet in which the qaeatioa
ought to be determined and settled. I think, with
great deference to the judgments of other-, that the
expedient, peaceful, audjrigbtway to determine it uto
reverse the existing policy of intervention .h (avot of
Slave Labor and Slave State*. It would b a lea la
restore the MioOOUti prohibition of Slavery ia Kan-a*
and Nebraska. There was peace in tue i ,-s

and in the Statee until that great statute of Freedon
wa. subverted. It is true that there were freqnoat
debates here on the -uhie«t of Slavery, and thai there
Were p rofound sympathies among the pooplo,awahoa-
ed by or resrpowdiDs; to those debates. Bat what waa
Congress instituted for but debate .' What mak-s the
American people to differ from all other nation*, but
this.that while among them powei ontOr e. ,, ..

hero all pablic qaeationo are referred to debate f--.-.'-
debate in Corsre-s. It.. y,.. tell ,,». that the Nupresm
lourt of the I Blted States has removed tie touaoa-
tions of that great statute ' I reply, »hat th f have
done no su-h thing; they could not '<j0 lt
rliey have remand-d the negro man lire.; -

to the CBotedy of hi- master. With that de¬
cree we have nothing to do, at lent nothing
DOW to do. 1 his u> the extent of the judgmen' rea-
dered, the extent cf any judgment they could render.
Already the rre-.-nded further derision it subverted
in Kar sa.-. So it wiTJ be in every Free State and ;n
every 1-ree Irrritory of the Cnited State*. The Su¬
preme Court, also, can reverse its spun.-is itnteaaaBt
more eeody thaa we could raeoaatle the peoplt to ta
tismpat.on. Sir. the Supreme Court of tne Onited
state* attempt* to command the people of the Ut bed
States to a. cept tbe principles that -ne man an own
o»ner men, and that they mu>t guarantee the iaTioli
WUty or that faise and pernicious property. The peo¬
ple; « f th- I mted States never can, and'tl.r.- oovef
wid, accept principle* to unconstitutional and' so ah
borrer.;. Never, never. Let the Curt recede.
WhatBei .t r. cede or not. art ajjajl ..-.tj*aniae tbe
Court, and thai raftrai bit ihUiceJ -. nf.meut- and
pra, tnes. and bring them ,:it.. barBMey w.tli I « Com
-.itnt.on and with the laws of nature. In !< Bg ta,
we-t all tot only rea*sume mir own just authoritv,
t ut we »hall restore that high tribunal itself to the r*>-
S't.or, it ( light to maintain, sin e so many .nai.eaable
rights" if citizen- and even f Sutes themselves, -it

petd 0|«j,n ite .I.-,partiality and its w«s«iom.

Do fmw tell me that the Slave S'ate« will Ml as.

-i.e.-.. but will agitate ' Tbiak first whether tl«
Fne Sfftt»« will acquiesce in a decision that shall not
only ho aijuFt, but fraudulent. True, tbey will not
m< nsce the Republic. They have au easy and simple
remedy, namely: .0 take the On I«Waat osjt af un¬

just and unfaithful hands, and commit to those)
whirb will be just and faithful. Tbey are ready to d >

tl in tew. Tbev want only a little more harmony of

purpose and a 1 ...:«. completeness of orgain/v

[km These will reeaftfrom only the b aetnddi'K« to

|he P'.seure of Slavery upon them. 1 ou are Jeodiag
nil that i- nerseeajT, and even more, in this very act.

Bntwinther^veoMateaafiUMf Why' Hevatxs^they
have lost at last a battle that thrvrould noCwm.
uu» leery provoked, foagbi with all the BoVaaangy of

strategy aud uite- ventioti. and on a field cheM^eS by
themselves. What would they gain" Can ft bey
cornj» 1 Kansas to adopt slavery ogaiti-t her ovili I
Would if b« fiwionshle Ol juet to do it. if they couaJd '

Was pegre servitude erer forced by the sw.Ard
on any people that inherited the Moad which cüvhi-
lates in our vein-, und the asutraasaata which make- il*
a free people If they will agitate on euch a grouriw
an this, then hew, or when, by who' con. essione w»fr
can make, will they ever be satisfied ' To what en.f.
would thev agitate ' It can now bo only to divide tb>|'
I'nion. Will tbey not need eome fair, r or more plans-
ink excuse tor a peopaeitsoi so ehtauyefuta \ h..w
w. uld the) improve their eoi'dit.on, by drawing dowa

a certain rnin upon themselves* WonM '.bey gam
nt\ new-e<uritv f..r Slavery ' Woald than not haz¬
ard -ecuntie-that are invaluable'* r»ir, tbey who
talk so uilv, talk what they do not know themselves.
Xo man wl.en <h>1 an promise what be will do when
he -hall be inflamed; no man inflamed can speak for
hie actions when time and necessity »hall bring reflec¬
tion. Mu. b leel can any one speak for Statee in <uc!i

eon rgencies.
Huf, I shall not insist, now on -0 radical a measure

as tbe restoration!'! tbe Mis-onn prohibition. I know
how difficult it is for powot" to relinquish even a p*>r-
nicions and suicidal policy all at once. We may at¬

tain the eame result, hi this pane alar case of Kansas,
without going back so for. <¦.> bach only to tbe

ground aesum. d in l**-.t, the ground of popaler s.n

rei.-nfy. Hspp.ly tor the authors of that measure,
be zealous and energetic resistance of abuses prac-

ticed under it has s<> t«r baaaeffective that popular
overeigaty in Ksn-as may now be made a fact, and

Liberty there mnv b«' reoeued from danger through
its free eve i-c "Popular sovereignty is an epie of
two parts. Part the rtr-t presents Freedom in Kiu«as
ist. part tbe second, if yoi will consent to write it.
ball be Freeion: in Kanea regained, alt is on this
ground that I bad tbe eminent Senator from Illinois
Mr. Douglas] and bis associates, the dietiagaiahaf
Senator from Michigan (Mr. .Stuart), and tbe youthful
but most brave Beaatee from Cauioraia |Mi. Rnd
eriek The late Mr. Clay told us that Providence has
manv wavs *or saving nat.on.-. Cod forbid that I
should oc-ent to sec Fr-edom wounded bevaiise my
own lead or even my own agency in saviog it should
bo rejected. I will "cheerfully cooperate with thees
n< w defenders of thi-«aen d cause in Kansas, and I

will award tbein all due prai-e, when we «hall have
been suc. e-e (hi, for their large ehaic of merit ia its de-
liverane e.

\\ ill vou t-1! me that it i- difficult t<> induce the
Senate and ti.e Hoaaaol aVpraseatativra t«» take Cat
short backward itapl r>atha aoatrary. tbalaird -t

task that an exeat. »<¦ dictator ever IN, or parlia-
mentaiy manager ewer undertook, i« to prevent thie
verv step Horn being taken. I-et tl.e President tako
Off hia band, and the b<>« bent so long, and bekl to

its te-nsioti b] M hard a pre-sui .¦, will relax and

straighten itself at once.
Consider now, if vou please, tbt onse.puence- of

vour refusal. If vou attempt to co-ree Kansas m'.i

tbe Union inder tha Lecomptoa » on-ritutioii, ths

people of that Territory will r.««oii t<> civfl war. Yot
Hre pledged to put dowii thut revolution by the sword.
Will the pi ople lietaa to your votes an.id tbe thunders
of your cannon I .et hut one drop ol tbe bloeid of *

free citizen bo -bed there bv the Föderal Army, aad
the countenance of every repreeentativo of a Free
State in eitbei lliu-eoi Congress will blanch, and his
tongue will rafuaa to utter the vote neoo.rary to sus¬

tain the Army in th* butchery ol bis tcllow-cilisene.
Practical!), vou have already one intestine and lor-

ritoiial war. A war against Brigham Young in Utah.
< an vou stry 00 two, an.', coafkae tin -tnie witbiotbe
Territories ' Can you win both T A wise no: on wrill
never provoke more, than one enemy nt one tome. I
know that v.'U argue that the Fic-.State men of
Kan-as are impracticable, foetioua, MdathsWef Ao-
rwar three me questions: Are tbev not a majonty, and
so proolaimeel by the people of Kansas I I* not this
quarrel, for tbe right of govern.ng themselves, con¬
ceded by the Federal ConstiMition I Is tbe tyraanyof
forcing a hateful Coverniiicn' npoa them le ss intoler¬
able than three cents impost on a pound of . a. or five
cents duty on a promissory note * Vou nay that then
can change this I>compton . ..netitution when it shall
once have l^.-n forced upon them. it ho ah in

doned now. What guaranty ran you give against
your own intervention to pre\ent that future cheapen
>\ hat security can you giv a f >r yonr own adherence to
the construction of the Constitution which you adopt,
from expediency, to-day ' What better is a constitu¬
tion than a by-law of a corporation, it it mav be foresed
n a State to-day and rejected to morrow, 'in deroge-
ion of its express inhibition *

I peneive, Mr. Prewdenl, that in the way of argu¬
ment, I have pa-sod already from the ground of expe¬
diency on which I was standit g, ta thai >.f right and
ustiee. Among al! our teriiiement- of con ititutiond
earaiag, one principle, owe fhadriaoataljafiMiiado, has
lecn faithfully prese-rved, namely: Tbnt the new
States mud eome voluntarily into the Cnem; they
murt not be forced info it. " Cnite or Hie, whs the
motto addressed to the State* in the time of the Revo¬
lution. Though Kansas should perish, she cannot be
bn ught into the I'nion by fien-o.
So long as the States shall come in by free eoneenty

their admission will be- an act of union and this will be
a Confederacy. Whenever tbey »hall be brought in
by trBiid or force, their admission will bo an act of
consolidation, and the nation, ceaitiag to Isn a Confed¬
eracy, wdl become in reality ao Empire. All our ele¬
mentary instruction ts wrong, or ataa this change of
the Coastitution will subvert the liberties of tbe
American people.
You argue the consent of Kaneas from documentary

proofs, from her force.! and partial acquiescence,
under your tyrannical rule, from elsrtioua fraudu¬
lently conducted, from ber oven contumacy, and troai
your own records, made up here against ber. I
answer tbe whole argument at one. Kan*- protest*
here, and stands, by your own Malaaaaanj, in aa atti¬
tude of rebellion at home, to raakat the annexaueu
which you contend she is soliciting at your hands.

Sir, it your proofs were a thousand times stronger, I !
would not hold tbs people of Kaaeas l-iund by tbeai.
Tbev all are contradicted by steni fa t. A people |
can I*- bound by no action conducted in their name, I
and pretending'to their -a net ion, unless theyeajey
perfect freedom ar.d safety in giving that r'onsaaf.
Vou have held the people of K an a in da'eae fro«
the first hour of their attempted Organisation aa a
community. To croara this duress by an act at ones
forcing Slavery on them, which tbsyhate, and the*
into a nnion with you, on te rms which tbey abbw,
would be but to illustrate anew, and on a grans] -vxle, 11
tbe maxim.11

" I'rQiftmm it >iiit adaa\eawlaseaeelas\*M
Mr. Prea dent, it .- ai .s caeion for joy aad tr umps, j

when a community that baa gathered "itiu*lf UtgetanT ,
under c.in-umstances of pnvation aad exile, aud pro»
oneded through a eaaeea af Territorial or provincial
dej.er.il. n. e on distent central authority, becomes a
State, in the full enjoyment of civil and religious lib-
erty, and rises int.. th- dignity of a member of this
Iu penal Union. Hut, ia tba rasa of Kaaeas, her
whole exieteaca has b« en, and it yt la, a trial, a teas-
pest, a <.haos.and now you pnjp*'.*. to make her nun-
tial- a celebrat.oi. of the funeral of her freadoak Toe
people of Kan-as are entitled to save that frasdom,
or they have w.-t. it back when it had I-sea wraated
rom them by invasion aad u-urpat.ori. S.r, you are

great and strong. <»n this continent. t bare is ae power (

'hat can reaiat yoa. On any oiW, there 1* hardly a
Power that would not relm tantly engage wttb raa» 1
but yon can never, never ..nuuer Ksn-as. Teuf (
power, .i e n thre.i.e wtneh i* budt of pme boards,aad ,
covered with pau-ple, ia w.akm-es, ex ept it awaV
fended by p. ople ...nfi iiag in you, be. aufe aatisBed J
'bst you are a met. and gruU-luJ for tin- freedom taat, j
under ve.u, thi y ajajay.Mr, ia viaw aaaea aaaea of this subject ef "-.every, I ,

Bbatiil that our own dignity re.pm'rt« that »e »tiafl 4
iv.- over this chairi|s»rty with alaveboldors, which aa ,

practica in nraacrfh a aesja eac»m<,e ia their rule as a ,
<. adsth n e-f tob rat .11 of eeif-goven»rit-«nt in the Tenrh 1

torus. We are d. featrd in it. We may wie» ly give ,

it up, and admit Kaneas a- a Vtm» »rate, aioee aha ,

will consent ta !«¦ adn.itt. 1 -nly in that chaiwctor. (

Mr. President, it I c-uld a' all -uppiee it, deeirahi* ,

<ir expedient to snlarge tbe field of Slave labor, and af j
-lavekoldirg sway in th* Ucpubhc I abonld never- ..

tbeleaa maintain 'that it is w.Se to rebnqu.sli tiie mt$% L

t< lastafo Biavery in Kansas, The question, ia rueord T
totnatTerritory, hae riaea f^rom a private oaeaaeaf E
Mavary as a d -titut.on, toimeof Htavervaa
a national policy. At very step you have been ladj
ii.g. Will you go on still fui'l., 1 '. ,er ..Dtident. aad f

)et evtr nwaawaaaafjU' ,

I bcl.cve. Sir. to aome ev en', in t'.r .je.'tb> raaaJ i
theory. I tl.irk the-re are r< t . b. . nnind at thf
North pule and stretchlag aouthward, where tflavwy j
will die out soon, i! it be rslaatad and I haowtsj
w. li that in the treqe s, and i.. It northward
Of th. m, siaverv live iong, and is bard Ui exlirpees.
Hut I larmot tin.1 neertn.n naiiudarv. I sm-un". bn«"
-v.r. that M Wm U»> far nottb. I th.r.k 1« *.
n.ovab!.. boundary, and that . veryy. ar it advaeC
toward a more southern parallel.

Hut is there just now a real want af a new State a*

Iba aasjluyfaai af Slav- Labo. I 1 aea a^i aaafB"
aaed ef rw>w for a new State to be assiiu-td to Ft**


